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Most people think that estate planning is just about passing
your assets to your children at your death. In fact, a large
portion of estate planning and elder law has to do with
planning for your potential incapacity.

If you were alive but incapacitated, you would need
someone to step in to handle your finances. This is not just
paying your bills. It could involve dealing with your current
or former employer, companies that you have accounts with
(utilities, banks and other financial institutions, social media)
and private companies (Amazon, etc.) and government
agencies (IRS, Social Security Administration, etc.).

A living trust is an important component of planning for
incapacity. A trust streamlines access to your financial
accounts by your successor trustee in the event you are no
longer able to manage your finances. The trusts prepared by
the Sandoval Legacy Group (SLG) contain all the provisions
you will require in the event of incapacity. In addition,
because the attorneys at SLG also specialize in elder law,
we also include certain planning provisions to assist with
Long-Term Care planning as part of the provisions
contained in our trusts.

A durable power of attorney for property is another
important component. A power of attorney allows your
designated agent to deal with your creditors and other
institutions you have a relationship with. While you can get a
power of attorney from many sources, not all powers of
attorney are created equal. The State of California requires
that certain powers can only granted to your agent if they
are specifically delineated in your power of attorney. Many
powers of attorneys obtained on the internet, from various
form companies, from LegalZoom or similar internet
sources, and from paralegal document preparation services
do not contain these provisions—which can make the
documents useless in a time of need. The elder law
attorneys at SLG are familiar with what provisions are
appropriate for persons in various circumstances or age
groups and we incorporate them into our powers of
attorneys for those persons. 
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The federal government and the State of California have passed various laws intended to protect your privacy and health
information. One of these laws is the Health Insurance Privacy and Accountability Act, or HIPAA. While the intent of
these laws is good, they sometimes prevent communication between your health care providers and your agent. The
attorneys at the Sandoval Legacy Group have developed various forms that allow you to waive your rights under these
federal and state laws in order to facilitate communication between your agent and your health care providers during a
time of incapacity.

With skilled nursing facilities costing more than $10,000 per month, assisted living facilities running from $3,500 to
$8,000 per month or more, and in-home caregivers sometimes costing even more than institutional care, even a sizable
nest egg can quickly disappear. Many seniors and their families facing long-term care costs look to the elder law
specialists at SLG for strategies to qualify for various government assistance programs and to preserve income and
wealth for a surviving spouse and children. The State of California can recover the cost of long-term care paid by Long-
Term Care Medi-Cal. This is usually by a claim from the State of California against the senior’s residence after his or her
death. The attorneys at SLG can develop various asset preservation strategies to protect the assets of seniors in nursing
homes from recovery by the Department of Health Care Services after the senior’s death.

Unfortunately, many elders and other individuals never get around to planning for their incapacity. In these
circumstances, a conservatorship may be needed. A conservatorship is a legal proceeding where the court appoints
someone to handle the financial and personal affairs of a person. The attorneys at SLG have handled hundreds of
conservatorships and can assist you with obtaining a limited or general conservatorship of the person and/or estate for
your loved one. We can also assist with the preparation of accountings and status reports for those persons who are
already under a conservatorship.
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Probate is a legal process to appoint a person known as an executor or administrator to inventory the assets and
liabilities of the deceased person, settle the debts of the decedent, and distribute what is left over to his or her
beneficiaries. Probate can be a lengthy process, often taking a year or more to resolve. It is also a public process; your
assets, debts, and the names and contact information of beneficiaries are made public. Probate is expensive, with filing
fees to the court, publication costs, appraisal costs, attorney fees, and executor commissions potentially being paid. The
probate attorneys and staff at SLG have a combined experience exceeding 50 years in dealing with probate matters.
We know procedures by which probates can sometimes be avoided. If necessary, we have streamlined the process so
that oftentimes we can get the probate administration closed much more quickly and inexpensively than if you hired a
less experienced firm or tried to administer the estate yourself.

While the estate tax does not affect the majority of the population, for those taxpayers who are subject to it, the tax can
have a significant impact. The amount that can pass estate tax-free in 2021 is $11.7 million. With proper planning, a
married couple can double that to $23.4 million. However, President Biden and Congress are currently trying to increase
the estate tax. One way to do this is lowering the amount that can pass estate tax-free to $3.5 million - $5 million. It is
uncertain whether they will be successful in doing so and many wealthy individuals are taking action now to lock in the
higher exemption amount before any law changes. As the only attorney in California who is a Certified Taxation Law
Specialist; Certified Estate Planning, Trust and Probate Law Specialist; and Certified Elder Law Attorney, Dennis M.
Sandoval is uniquely qualified to assist you with developing strategies to reduce or eliminate your estate tax if you are
fortunate enough to have enough wealth to be subject to the tax.       

Many of SLG’s estate planning clients are concerned about protecting the wealth they have accumulated from being
taken by a divorcing spouse of their child. They may have similar concerns about a child’s creditors seizing the
inheritance of a child.

They may also have concerns about the financial immaturity of their intended beneficiaries. Or their concern might be
related to a child’s or grandchild’s addiction to alcohol, drugs, gambling, or other vices that would quickly lead to a loss
of his or her inheritance. The estate planning specialists at SLG are experienced with various asset protection strategies
to protect a child’s inheritance from being lost under any of these unfortunate circumstances. The attorneys at SLG can
custom design your estate plan to shelter the inheritance you intend to leave for your loved ones.

Some of SLG’s estate planning clients have concerns about their spouse remarrying or obtaining a new significant other
after the first spouse’s death. They want assurance that the surviving spouse is well cared for, but they don’t want their
hard-earned wealth ending up with anyone other than their intended beneficiaries after the death of the surviving
spouse. The asset protection planners at Sandoval Legacy Group can help clients with developing an estate plan to
provide these protections.

Asset protection is much harder to achieve for oneself as opposed to others. Personal asset protection planning is quite
complicated, but it can be achieved for those individuals who qualify. Planning techniques can involve such strategies as
irrevocable trusts, domestic asset protection trusts, foreign asset protection trusts, corporations, limited partnerships,
limited liability companies, limited liability partnerships, and various other asset protection vehicles. In some
circumstances, these asset protection entities and strategies can be designed to shelter income and wealth from future
creditors. Dennis M. Sandoval is one of the more well-versed attorneys in Southern California who understands wealth
preservation and asset protection – both domestically and internationally.
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If you have a disabled or special needs loved one receiving needs-based government assistance (such as SSI or Medi-
Cal), an inheritance may cause him or her to lose that assistance. In order to prevent the loss of needs-based
government assistance, the loved one’s inheritance can be left in a special needs trust. You may also have an elderly
family member who is receiving Long-Term Care Medi-Cal to pay for nursing home costs. Leaving an inheritance for the
senior in the nursing home will cause him or her to be kicked off of Medi-Cal. But special planning can be done so that
the senior is protected and can continue to get government assistance. The elder law attorneys at SLG can assist you in
preserving government assistance and planning for the needs of your loved ones.

Once a child turns eighteen, he or she is legally an adult. If the child is developmentally disabled or otherwise incapable
of handling his or her affairs, a limited or general conservatorship of the person or estate may need to be put in place.
This would allow a parent or other family member to continue to make decisions for the child even though he or she is
legally an adult. Our attorneys can assist with establishing and maintaining a conservatorship for your special needs loved
one.

Who will care for your special needs loved one after you’re gone? Will he or she continue to live at home? Will other
family members take him or her into their home? Will he or she transition to a group home or other facility? That is a big
decision that many people do not devote enough time to. The attorneys at SLG can assist with all aspects of planning for
the lifespan of your special needs loved one, including what happens after your death.

Fewer than half of businesses are successfully transferred to the next generation, and about one-third of those that
make it to the second generation successfully transfer to the third generation. A comprehensive business succession
plan, combined with your regular estate plan, can greatly increase the chances of a successful transfer of the business
at your death—whether it is to family members, key employees, or others. A Buy Sell Agreement is often key to this type
of planning. Life Insurance Trusts can often play a crucial role in funding the purchase of a business. The tax and estate
planning attorneys at SLG can assist you with your business needs: whether you are just getting a business started, the
company is being reorganized or sold, or a business succession plan is being developed.

Business owners oftentimes have greater liability exposure. For those owners, combining an asset protection plan with a
business succession/estate plan may be appropriate.

Looking to sell your business at a reduced tax cost? Talk with the tax attorneys at Sandoval Legacy Group about the
possible tax strategies that might be available to you.
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What will happen to your furry loved ones when you
are gone? With a Pet Trust from the Sandoval
Legacy Group, you can assure your best friends are
well cared for after your death. A Pet Trust can hold
funds to care for your pet, designate who will
manage the trust and who will care for the pets, and
detail how your animals are to be cared for. Whether
you have persons to continue the care for your
animals or you want them adopted out through a
vetted adoption agency, a Pet Trust can give you
peace of mind that your pets were not forgotten.

PROTECT YOUR...
PETS

Whether you have ATF firearms, grandfathered, or
antique firearms under California law (or just a large
collection of traditional guns), the SLG team has a
Gun Trust for you. An SLG Gun Trust that has been
properly funded will provide for the hassle-free
transition of your firearms to designated
beneficiaries upon your death. If you have NFA
firearms and don’t have a Gun Trust, those firearms
will need to be turned over to law enforcement upon
your death. Give our office a call to learn about this
specialized area of estate planning.

PROTECT YOUR...
FIREARMS
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Although estate planning seems to be all about money, that is not really the case. It is also about passing on your family
history, your values and traditions, and your view of the world. Estate planning is about passing on your legacy . . .
monetary and otherwise.

This could include passing on family photos and a film/video library that has been preserved for future generations.
Legacy planning could involve passing on family collections or mementos that may have little monetary value, but great
sentimental value. The documents that Sandoval Legacy Group creates for you can include your values, encouraging
desired behavior from beneficiaries, and not rewarding the beneficiaries that choose to go down a different path.

Some families even create a form of a family bank – an amount of money that can be borrowed or withdrawn for uses
that are favored (such as enhancing one’s education, purchasing a home, or starting a business). Borrowed funds could
be paid back and then re-lent to future generations to continue the process.

Many families may strongly believe in philanthropy and charitable giving. Their estate plans could include family
foundations, donor-advised funds, or other charitable gifts. The family may incorporate a charitable remainder trust into
their income tax planning, deferring capital gains on the sale of an appreciated asset while receiving an income stream
and benefiting charity in the future. Or the family may use a testamentary charitable lead trust to eliminate any estate
taxes and instead have the money that would have gone to pay the estate tax to be paid to the charity over time. If all
goes according to plan, the family will receive a sizeable inheritance upon the maturity of the lead trust. The lawyers at
SLG can assist you with all your charitable planning needs. Your legacy will be more than just about the money with the
assistance of the Sandoval Legacy Group.
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PROTECT YOUR… 
PEACE OF MIND

Having your estate plan in place – knowing that the estate planning concerns addressed above and many others—have
been competently taken care by the team at Sandoval Legacy Group will give you peace of mind. Peace of mind that no
matter if you are alive but incapacitated, or have passed away, that your needs and desires have been addressed and
that the legacy you desire to leave for your family and other loved ones is in place. 
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Office Locations:
Riverside | Corona | Newport Beach | Murrieta | San Diego

 
(855) 827-4002 
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